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Introduction
The geological record of Hexapoda begins about 400 million years ago in the Lower Devonian: Besides a specimen of still uncertain affinities, some remains of small Collembola -Rhyniella [Kiihne & Schliiter 1985 , Crowson 1985 and is obviously doubtful; the specimen in question has only been treated theoretically, but never been described in detail. Thus all those specimens of doubtless Devonian age belong to apterygotan Hexapoda, whereas the oldest known Pterygota are of Namurian age and thus distinctly younger. But -by the presence of several different ordines already in the Namurian -it is quite sure that the evolution 
